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Student Scout and Guide Organisation

Full Committee Meeting (Reps)

Little Abington Campsite, Cambridge

4th July 2010 – 10am

Present

National Exec

Stuart Malcolm


Chairperson 2010-2011

Kayleigh Urquhart


Secretary 2010-2011

Louise Flower


Members’ Officer 2010-2011

Alice Pike



Publicity Officer 2010-2011

Club Representatives

Doug Turner



Aber SSAGO

Niall Pettitt



Bangor BUGS

Kevin Fitzpatrick


Birmingham BUSAG

David Clarke



Bournemouth BUGGAS

Ben Deadman


Cambridge CUSAGC

Alison Mewes


Cardiff SSAGS

Emily Pritchard


Edinburgh

Megan Clark



Lancaster

Helen Miles



Leeds LUUSAG

Megan Jones


Loughborough SCOGUI

Matthew Lumley


Nottingham SNOGS

James Baker



Oxford OUSAG

Hannah Park



Plymouth PLUGS

Luke Dixon



Portsmouth SPROGS

Ceri-Sian Dee


Sheffield STINGS

Jemma Britta



Southampton

Kate Stacey 



Swansea SSWIGS

Laura Firmin



Warwick

Event Representatives

Mike Langford (briefly) 

Feb 2010 Southampton/Portsmouth Rally

Kayleigh Urquhart


Ugly BUGS Ball 2010

Dawn Morgan 


Silly Hat Rally

Hannah Machin


Cardiff Legendary Rally


Jon Oxtoby 



Leeds Ball





Megan Jones


Loughborough Inflatable Rally

Gillian Hawkins


Scottish Rally

Other Representatives 






SAGGA

Mike Forrester


Associate Rep

Rich Crook



Silly Hat Rally

Liam Prescott


Silly Hat Rally

Sarah Beadle


Leeds Ball

Jodie Stephenson


Leeds Ball

Chris Bramley


SNOGS Associate

James Thornton


Cardiff Associate

Meeting Opened 10.15am

1. Apologies

Kirstie Wright



Treasurer 2010-2011

The Scout Association

Girlguiding UK

2. Approval of Minutes

KU apologies however Sam (09-10 SSAGO Secretary) has not yet sent the minutes for the Southampton Reps meeting or the Feb AGM however they will be distributed to be clubs as soon as we receive them. These will need to be approved at November Rally.

KU promises that todays minutes WILL be distributed within 2 weeks of rally.

3. Reports

SSAGA Report

* To follow *

Publicity Officer

· Now have Welsh publicity material for those clubs that require it. 

· Has prepared SSAGO News, which was distributed.

· If anyone would like any publicity especially for freshers fayres, please let Alice know ASAP (publicity@ssago.org.uk

Members Officer

· Chased membership from clubs and individual members.

· Will write new CRB policy and factsheet as soon as the new forms have been obtained.

Treasurer

While KW was not present, SM read out a report prepared by KW.

· Working with HSBC to change over the accounts from Lloyds to HSBC

· Changing over the signatories on accounts.

· Ordering exec merch.

· Ordered Centenary tops.

· Got the Centenary badges put on the website.

· Kept up with merch orders.

· Kept the accounts up to date

· Paid in lots of petty cash.

· Looked over the Leeds Ball Budget and have received a budget from Cardiff legendary rally.

· Finished putting the leaflets and posters into welsh and sent to alice to order.

Financial Report:

· Current account 
£2201.30

· Development fund   
£2834.08

· Petty Cash 

£160.03  (+ weekend merch sales)

· PayPal

£875.56

Secretary

· Has been checking and chasing lots of NAN Forms and answering questions and queries on NAN Forms and Adventurous activities forms. Thankyou to clubs for the increase in forms being completed. However some clubs are still not, those clubs have been contacted individually.

· Answered many nitty gritty emails.

· Chased summer term club reports.

· Organised and ran SSAGO shop for rally as KW unable to attend. 

As promised a prize was given to all clubs who completed a club report before the deadline. While the exec were tempted to give the club report prize to Oxford for their club report word count being in single figures. The prize was given to TUGS who unfortunately weren’t at reps to collect but will be posted to them. 

Will be doing spot checks on NAN forms to make sure Intouch systems are in place and home contacts have suitable information. This isn’t to catch clubs out but to make sure the right procedures are in place should the worse happen.

Helen Miles (Leeds) asked if there was anything that could be given to home contacts so they know what they need? KU will produce something in the next few months!

Chairperson

· Has received and answered lots of emails. 50% of which from KU

4. New Vetting and Baring System

LF explains that the new vetting and baring and system has been cancelled/postponed by the government, however the eCRB’s will be put into practice. This will not directly affect SSAGO clubs who will continue to complete paper forms however these will be the TSA Occasional helper forms. 

* DS forms WILL NOT change.

Gillian Hawkins asked do those who have DS’s need to do a CRB if they move to an English/Welsh club. Answer: YES

No club to complete any CRB’s until told to do so by Louise.

If the new CRBs forms are not ready by Freshers then clubs will still need to hold off until told to do so. This will not affect attendance at November Rally.

5. Associate Membership (to TSA and GUK) 

The full committee and meeting attendees were told that the Exec will be meeting with TSA and GUK in order to better establish where SSAGO fits into both organizations. This is unlikely to change much to the running of SSAGO however the Exec hope that this meeting will:

· Provide stronger links with TSA and GUK

· Improve relationship and reputation amongst both organizations

· Allow SSAGO members to undertake Award work (e.g Queen Scout/Guide) as SSAGO rather than having to join TSA or GUK.

The exec promise the full committee that they will ensure SSAGO maintains its identity! 

6. Policy Ammendment

Proposed policy change too: 

POLICY DOCUMENT: NATIONAL SSAGO EVENTS, Section 6) Roles
Currently reads:

“Secretary: To take thorough minutes of every meeting of the event

committee and ensure these minutes reach the rest of the committee
plus the national treasurer within a week of the meeting.”

Proposed change:

“Secretary: To take thorough minutes of every meeting of the event

committee and ensure these minutes reach the rest of the committee
plus the national secretary within a week of the meeting.”

Those in favour: All

Those against: None

7. Exec Assistants

The exec will be opening up two vacant exec assistant positions;

Merchandise Manager and Webmaster

Merchandise manager is required to ensure online orders of merchandise are sent and ensure that merchandise is brought to all SSAGO events, as well as ensuring stock levels are kept to a suitable level. This assistant works along side the treasurer.

Webmaster will need to do much needed maintenance to the SSAGO Website (not SSAGORally) and will work alongside the publicity officer.

 Stu will send an email out within the next few weeks, club reps to distribute to all members.

8. Development Fund

The full committees were reminded of the development fund as it is beginning to accumulate. The development fund is there for clubs to use. Full details on requirements of applications to the development fund can be found in the development fund policy.

9. Future events

a. Silly Hat Rally

28th November

· The committee urge for as many people to use public transport as possible.

· Although the committee had previously asked the full committee for permission to hold a disco instead of a barn dance if it proved too costly to arrange, they will now be having a Barn Dance!

· Activities to include: pubcrawls, Museums, London Eye, Aquarium etc,

More activities than can be filled will be available, these will be whittled down depending on interest, activities will be dependant on >10 participants.

Helen from Leeds asked the committee about additional costs as activities sound expensive, rally team assures that there will be free activities.

b. Cardiff Legendary Rally

· 18th-20th February 2011

· Site – Iolwyn Scout Parc provisionally booked.

c. Leeds Ball

· 26th March 2011

· @ The Marriott hotel

· Aiming to get live entertainment, hoping to get a variety of Leeds societies involved.

· Bear Grylls too expensive.

Chris Bramley (‘Scouse’) asked: is the live entertainment ‘Scone’ in a chicken suit. -> No

d. Loughborough Inflatable Rally

Oaks Campsite provisionally booked for second weekend in July 2011

Theme: Inflatables

e. Scottish Rally

· 18-20th Nov 2001

· Location of event:  Fordell firs, Fife; about 30min from Edinburgh

· Theme: SEX (Scottish Extreme)

· Activity possibilities:

Extreme


Geo Cashing


 Skiing/ snowboarding- hill end Europes largest dry slope ski slope


All day walk in the Scottish low land hills


Ice skating


Curling 

Non Extreme


Shopping


Museums


Castle

Whiskey experience

Pub crawls

· They have a committee.

SSAGO Exec point out that currently half of their committee are not SSAGO members!

10. A.O.B

a. Past Events

(Apologies for this being emitted from the agenda)

a. Southampton Rally

· Small profit of £70-£75 made

· No accidents or incidents 

· Some minor hiccups with food.

b. Ugly BUGS Ball

· Small profit of approx £52 over £1700 was raised for the event.

· Received fantastic feedback from those that attended and the hotel

· Won Event of the Year and Bangor Students Union Societies Awards and the organizing committee won 3 of the 12 gold awards that were awarded 
· The guest book that was started is unfortunately with a member who is in South Africa at the moment so unfortunately cannot be passed on to Leeds just yet but will aim to have for next rally.

· Like wise photo CD’s that were promised are also with the Guest book.

· SSAGO Wales photo is currently on order and will be given for SSAGO achieves

· Huge Thankyous to everyone who attended.

b. Associate Rep VONC query

Associate members questioned the possibility of a VONC against the current Associate rep. Stu informed the associates that the constitution states that VONC can only be given to a member of the executive. Any GENUINE questions of the Associate Reps suitability should be sent to Stu in writing.

Meeting Closed 10.52am

Club Reports

Aberystwyth SSAGO

Aber SSAGO has been busy helping the local guides with members decorating and serving drinks at the Aberystwyth Guides thinking day service. Whilst links with the scouts have been boosted after a fourth member begun helping out with one of the local scout groups.

Aberopoly, a scaled down version of LUUSAGopoly, was as popular as it was on rally so a big thanks to Leeds for the idea. Winning first place in the Aber uni societies quiz was also enjoyable and the cash prize made our treasurer very happy. 

The 6 hour hike to Devils bride was enjoyed by both members that chose to go. However poor time planning meant we arrived only just before the last train back to Aber and didn’t get the chance to enjoy the waterfalls that we went for.

Doug Turner

Bangor (BUGS)

This term saw a few challenges for BUGS including the final preparations of the Ball and the demolition of our Student Union building.

After the rally in Southampton the Ugly BUGS Ball was getting close and things were really hotting up for the Ball Committee but this did give them a good excuse to organise some interesting socials, including cocktail tasting and decoration producing with marshmallows and chocolate fingers! I think it’s agreed that they did a fantastic job and all that hard work paid off with a good time had by all who attended. 

Shortly after the BUGS AGM we had another excuse to consume large quantities of food and drink at our handover meal, where we thanked the previous committee for their hard work and successes and wished them well in their new roles. The mirth was short lived, however, as we prepared for our Student Union building to be demolished and the SU moved. The greatest task was to collect, inventory, pack and move all of our equipment ready for the move in less than a week! Soon everyone was caked in dust, wrapped up in parcel tape and up to our eyes in cardboard boxes and it was all ready to be shipped off on time. 
We did see the numbers at our meetings dwindle slightly towards the end of the term, but with coursework deadlines and exams that was to be expected. BUGS are now looking forward to the SSAGO Wales Summer Camp and the next year with the ambitions of increasing their numbers of active members and some adventurous socials.

Niall Pettitt.

Bath (BUGS)

This semester has seen Bath University Guides and Scouts (BUGS) participate in another enjoyable and varied program of events. These include a visit to Victoria falls adventure golf and the A to Z of Bath wide game. Weekly attendance has been steady throughout the semester including during the exam period where we held both a “Destress BBQ” AND A “Chill out pub lunch”. The term was concluded with a summer camp to Harry’s Island in the New Forest. During our camp we visited scouting and guiding routes with a trip to Brownsea Island, completed a hike and visited the beach- regardless of the rain and wind!!!

This semester BUGS were very proud to receive an award from the Students union recognizing “outstanding contribution to the community of Bath”. Over 60% of out members are either leaders or helpers with many of the Bath Scout or Guide groups.

Looking forward to next semester we have an exciting program of events already planned. Freshers will be welcomed into BUGS by an introductory freshers meal at Say Pasta. We have also planned a freshers camp to take place within semester one where we have archery, climbing and shooting already confirmed as activities on offer over the weekend.

Laura Carter

Birmingham (BUSAG)

No report submitted!

Bournmouth

As a new club we have been working on increasing our membership whilst providing an active program. We have attended two rallies and are slowly getting known more on a national level.

The SU@BU awarded our club with the St Johns Ambulance shield, which is awarded to the safest club.

For next year we have already planned our freshers camp and freshers fayre which will hopefully help keep the club strong.

David Clark

Cambridge (CUSAG)

What have you been up to this term?

After a slow handover at the start of term, the new committee has been doing it’s best to provide a varied program during the stressful exam period.  There have been some casualties with several activities being postponed until next term but on the whole it has been a successful term.  Our more popular activities were a punt lunch down the Cam, a day out at the local miniature railway, formal hall at St Catz college and our activity day for Beavers, Cubs, Rainbows and Brownies.The club also found time for an expedition in Britain’s newest National Park, the South Downs, at Easter.  As a shortened version of our annual TOE (Trip Over Easter), the weekend away provided a much needed break from study.

Highlights and achievement:

This year marks the 50th year of the Rod Barnes’ involvement with the club.  To celebrate we made a short trip down the road to his home in Meldreth for our annual Garden Party at the start of May Week.  The event proved to be popular with several generations of CUSAGC attending and many more sending their best wishes to Rod and the club.  

Rod has served as the President of CUSAGC for as long as anyone can remember and the club is very thankful for his service.  To mark the occasion, CUSAGC presented Rod with a hydrangea shrub which has flowers in the club colours.  

Future plans:

A number of our most committed members will be moving on this summer as they finish their degrees.  To counteract this loss the new committee is making recruitment a major focus for the coming year.  Over the summer we will be unveiling an exciting program of activities for Michaelmas term, a bumper annual issue of our ‘Sky Blue’ magazine, and a fresh new look for our website and clubs day stall.

During the long vacation CUSAGC will join forces with our friends in the Cambridge Venture Scouts Network to keep those stuck in the Cambridge bubble Scouting and Guiding all summer long.

Ben Deadman

Cardiff (SSAGS)

SSAGS went on a road trip to Swansea to join them in sampling the public houses of Swansea. We dressed, as Cowboys & Indians but there was less riding across the plains and more stumbling through the streets. We nursed our hangovers on the golden sands of Swansea beach and the left much later we intended. 

Hopefully there will be many SSAGS at SSAGO Wales Summer camp to meet up with all our friends in Wales before heading back to Cardiff to recruit many new freshers with BBQ’s, Pubcrawls, much pudding and many more exciting events including freshers camp!

Alison Mewes

Coventry

What have you been up to this term?

We have had several social events over the year along with some nights out.

Highlights and achievement:

We have created our own society badges and have society neckers. We have 5 members which we hope to increase next year.

Future plans:

We hope to programme in place for freshers for next term and this year we are hoping to sell krispy kremes at freshers as well.

Durham (DUSAGG)

DUSAGG’s 2010 Summer Term combined revision alternatives with post-exam fun, not forgetting our two weekly socials Club Coffee and Pub Thing.   The new exec stepped up to fulfil their roles well and we look forward to recruiting many new freshers next year.


We kayaked on the Wear with the help of our canoe club contacts, held an afternoon barbecue and games and travelled to Stockton to involve members from the other campus.  During exams we held a film and takeaway evening (film:  Up,   takeout:  pizza,   company:  enjoyable) and finished them with a fire which attracted some new potential members and continued well into the night (half 2ish!?).


Our annual Summer Camp was held at Silverwood campsite near Barnsley where the weather ‘improved at the end’ but didn’t dampen our spirits!  We ventured into Sheffield and the Peak District for hikes and shenanigans and finished with a Magic Roundabout night hike.  Members also enjoyed the Magna science centre and the national Coal Mining Museum (Jen and Sam went down the mine, it was very exciting).


The post-exam good weather was made full advantage of, especially for Mole’s Picnic (and unofficial birthday) in the Botanic Gardens, as well as Midsummer Social which this year was held on a beach – nearly everyone made it an all-nighter (apart from drivers who needed sleep!) and the sunrise in the morning was beautiful.  A trip to Newcastle and the Life Centre’s Doctor Who exhibition was not particularly well-attended but enjoyed by those who went nonetheless!


This term’s meal was dubbed DUSAGG’s Last Stand as we said goodbye to many of our members who graduate this year (the current graduating year having been a bumper crop of freshers).  Hopefully we will be able to recruit many new freshers to keep the society going in the coming years!  Jasper, our new Freshers Fair Co-ordinator, has a number of ideas to help with this (although we may not go so far as to dress first years up as Mole…yet).


Jennifer Cooke

DUSAGG secretary 2009-2011

Edinburgh

Edinburgh have been busy busy busy since last rally. 


We had our AGM and elected a new President (Emily Pritchard) and Treasurer (Liam Prescott), but kept our old Secretary (Cat Nicol).  We then spent ages trying to change the bank account, hampered by our old Treasurer who nobody has seen in months, but eventually managed to get it passed over.  We are finally now receiving regular bank statements, which have informed us that we have bugger-all money, which is nice.  We also discovered that our absent Treasurer hadn't bothered to pay for anything, even though he had four part-signed cheques in his cheque-book that he could have paid with.  We've now managed to pay off all our debts, and have absolutely no money.  As we have no money, we have had to shelve ideas of making club badges and whatnot.


Two of us, Emily Pritchard and Liam Prescott, attended the Ugly BUGS Ball in Caernarfon, which was a triumph (am I sucking up enough?), though something of an arduous journey.


We are now over halfway on our 100 Pub Challenge, having visited over 60 pubs as a club since we started in September.  However this leaves us with another 40 to go before the GirlGuiding Centenary Finale in October.  We intend to get a couple of pub crawls in before then in order to reach our number.  We acheived part of our pub numbers through attending many pub quizzes - we have yet to win one because we are stupid.  We have also befriended many a strange pub man on our travels.


We had a day trip to North Berwick, when we went to the beach.  It only rained a little bit.  We also had lunch in a pub, went to a castle and played on some swings.  Alex Willat decided it was a good plan to strip down to her swimsuit and swim in the "paddling pool" on North Berwick beach, despite the fact that it was absolutely freezing and only a foot deep.  The rest of us paddled a little, then ran away before we got too chilly.  We also rolled down a hill.


We went camping in Oban, which was pretty.  We visited the museum, the cathedral, the distillery, the beach, the weird folly thing on the hill and a couple of pubs.  In the museum we befriended an old man who was keen to tell us everything he knew about Guiding and Scouting in Oban and his ramblings prompted Matt Collier to exclaim "Gee Whiz" in the manner of a character from the Famous Five, and the rest of us struggled to avoid giggling for the rest of the conversation.  The distillery was much fun, because we got to drink whisky and learn about chemistry (Matt Collier enjoyed this very much) and Emily Pritchard spent a while trying to convince herself that she did not want to spent £45 on a yummy yummy yummy posh bottle of whisky.  The journey was less than ideal, firstly because Jessie O'Shaunessey forgot which weekend it was and didn't meet us to get in the car then didn't answer her phone because she was working, so we left without her and she got the train the following day.  Then, due to the train crash between Glasgow and Oban the week before, we couldn't take the normal road (even though the AA website said it was open) and had to take a mental detour, which resulted in a huge amount of Road Rage from Cat Nicol.  At the campsite in Oban, we got bitten to death by midges and befriended a small boy who didn't understand why we didn't want to play with him all day.  On the way back we went via Inverary, where we looked at the castle and the jail and the maritime museum, but didn't go in any of them because they were absurdly expensive.


We have many plans for the next term, including many visits to pubs before 20.10, 20.10, 2010.  We have organised a fun Freshers Week event, Pioneering in the Courtyard, and have enlisted the help of a mad old Scout leader, David Roy, who, last time we saw him, made disturbing jokes about his old man sex life.  We are also planning a campfire and to do a Penguin badge. 

Exeter

No Report Submitted!

Lancaster

This term has been a good one for the students of Lancaster SSAGO. Despite the summer term being plagued with exams the group have found time to enjoy the lovely Lancashire weather!

Even with the usual challenges of exam and dissertation deadlines, they’ve still had a fair bit of time for fun activities such as barbeques, sports, drinking and best of all; their summer camp which was held from the 14th to the 18th June.

Summer camp was a huge success for all involved, one second year camp-novice commented; “I never anticipated how much fun building and maintaining a campfire could be; especially finding Gandalf (the pokey stick I found) and saving him from fire”
Activities at the camp included archery, orienteering and a very competitive water fight. The group also coincidentally met up with Loughborgh ScoGui, with one of their members joining the last campfire of camp. Fun was had by all despite a creepy old man following a few the girls into the toilet.

Other activities Lancaster took part in this term have leaded us to many successes. In our termly visit to the best pub quiz in town, where they came somewhere near the bottom of the league table, LSSAGO won a lucky dip with the grand prize of a Whispa bar. Shared between five people the chocolate didn’t last very long but the satisfaction of at least winning something was nice! 
Lancaster SSAGO has also invested in a new 8ft by 3ft banner; designed by publicity officer Liz, which they hope will pull in some new members in Freshers’ Fair in October. 
Some of Lancaster SSAGO enjoying the campfire (and alcohol) at summer camp.
Being the last term of the year also meant sad times for those leaving university and those staying behind. The leaver’s meal in the eighth week of term was a perfect opportunity to thank the final year students for all they had contributed to the society over the years. 
The final social of the term was one of the university’s college’s end-of- year extravaganza which was ‘Neverland’ themed. Everyone at LSSAGO enjoyed the night; many dressed as pirates for the event.

 
Overall the term has been a fun one and LSSAGO are looking forward to another year of socials.

Megan Clark

Leeds (LUUSAG)

This term we have been busy continuing with weekly activities and pub lunches. We have been climbing, going to the cinema, pancake making, playing games in the park as well as using pub quizzes to relieve the revision boredom.

We visited the GirlGuiding Centenary Exhibition at Leeds City Museum and attended the Ugly Bug Ball.

We have carried out two service camps at our local district Scout campsite – a very cold one in March and a much warmer one to celebrate the end of exams. We hope to make these service camps a more regular occurrence.

In March we held our AGM and the new committee was elected with an additional role of quarter master being introduced to manage our ever expanding kit.

Having won the 2011 SSAGO Ball the Ball Committee has been busy starting to organise the Ball.

In the new academic year we are looking forward to attending the second ‘Yorkshire Fresher Camp’, to be hosted by Stings.

We are also trying to increase the links with the local Network. To begin we are going to help out at a beer festival they are hosting in the autumn.

Most importantly we hope to get plenty of use out of our lovely new, shiny, camp kit!

Leicester

No Report submitted!

Loughborough (SCOGUI)

Its been a busy couple of months for SCOGUI. We've won at Society Awards, run a night hike for local scouts and guides, been to Go Ape, gone climbing, progressively suppered, geocached, camped in a barn, had SCOGUI graduation, and been on summer camp. At Society Awards we came away with 2 awards, the community award, and Nicole White (Chair 09-10) received the Extra Mile award for her contributions to the club.


At the end of the year we said goodbye to 9 members as they graduate. We hope they'll keep in touch, and we plan to keep in contact with them as we prepare for the 60th Anniversary of the club in 2013.

We have seaside camp in August and then the planning begins to draw in the freshers for the new year. It's been another great year for SCOGUI and we hope this continues.

Megan Jones

Manchester (ManSSAGO)

No Report Submitted!

Nottingham (SNOGS)

What have you been up to this term?

We've had a very laid back term, mainly consisting of offering counselling to stressed members during exam period at our Student Union Bar. This generally went down well even if there was a low turnout for a few weeks. We had a very successful AGM and have voted in a new committee who already have lots of ideas for the club next year. A lovely night was had by all who attended the Societies Ball, we were very pleased by our seating placement although we were most upset at having missed the chocolate fountain. We celebrated the end of the year with a barbeque by the lake, frisbee and dangerous water sports in order to rescue our football!

Highlights and achievement:

We are very proud that this year three members of our committee achieved an "Outstanding Contribution" award at our SU's Society's Ball. Our congratulations and thanks go to our outgoing committee.

Future plans:

After the summer break we plan on implementing a very exciting variety of activities for the new year. Many of our members have expressed an interest in some fundraising so research is being done into the possibility of skydiving next term! Ideas are plentiful and we look forward to offering a high quality club to next years freshers.

Oxford (OUSGG)


OUSGG is doing well, and this term celebrated its 91st Anniversary.

Portsmouth (SPROGS)

What have you been up to this term?

This term we have had many beach BBQs and trips to the seaside. We also attended a university wide trip to an indoor children's play centre. Many other adventurous activities such as kayaking and archery was planned but fell through do to lack of attendance and costs. 

Highlights and achievement:

A group from our SSAGO travelled to London for the day to complete the guiding maze crystal palace, resulting in a guiding badge, for both girls and guys! 

Future plans:

This summer we plan to have a camping get together. We have also planned a new SPROGS banner for freshers next year along with some new strategies such as passing out leaflets and shouting out oggie oggie oggies across the freshers fair. 

Luke Dixon

Plymouth (PLUGS)

It has been a really short term but we’ve made the most of it. The term started with invites to both the Volunteering awards and the Union Society awards to recognise our hard work around the place. Although we were unsuccessful at the union awards we received the Volunteer Team of the Year. Sarah Courtnage received the Leader in Volunteer award for her hard work organising a local district Thinking Daye event, while Robyn Dexter received a Volunteering Champion award for her hard work as president in establishing and running the society.


We started our own programme of badges this term with the launch of the Drinkers Badge which was a great night out and was proved that even a tea-totaller can have a good night out and complete the badge! 


We finished off the term with Handover which unfortunately ended up as a meal not a camp but was still a really good evening, where we had our own awards including the welly wanger award for best slip up during the year which was awarded for to James for repeatedly reducing us to hysterics with his antics including falling out of a hammock and walking through a campfire!


Plans for freshers have already begun and include support groups for Duke of Edinburgh, Queen’s Guide, Queen’s Scout and Commonwealth awards, along with our programme of badges including ‘Banquet-on-a-Budget’ and the advanced drinkers badge.

Robyn

Sheffield (STINGS)

This last term has been relatively quiet, as is the nature leading up to exam time.

We seem to vary plenty; we started off after last rally with board games, and quickly followed that up with competing in the apex challenge. We have found a shooting club in Sheffield, which were happy to let us use their equipment and expertise.


We have gone ice skating, one of our more regular activities. And we have visited the magna science museum in Rotherham (Something which I have wanted to do since arriving in Sheffield 5 years ago.)

This was all capped off by what by now must be our regular, end of year barbeque.
Not that many activities. But fun all the same


Tom (StinGS)

Sheffield Hallam

A night at the local pub was in order to plan the next few gatherings with a pub quiz night and a club night on the agenda, with a possible sleep over on the cards.    

We had a good attendance for Ball from new and current members and all had a good time entertaining our selves while travelling down to wales. Pre drinks while watching Harry Potter on ITV was a bonus. 


Unfortunately due to quite a few members being in there last year we were only able to organise a few breaks from revision and deadlines with some nights down to the students union in order to catch up with everyone.

James

Southampton

No Report Submitted!

St Andrews

Another term gone, and another period of fun has gripped SAUSAGG. Be it games on the beach (paddling in the sea by the light of the moon) or playing board games. We've had a mini expedition around the East Neuk, emmulated our Chief Scout (Bear Grylls) and had our AGM to name but a few things.

Strathclyde

What have you been up to this term?

S.U.G.S. had a successful evening at the Glasgow Climbing Centre. We joined a group of local guides and had great fun attempting to scale the walls. All was going well until the staff member assigned to making sure we didn’t die decided that the wall was too easy for two of our members and we were put onto a rather more tricky affair.... Both members swiftly put in their place! Also abseiled down the side of the building (60ft renovated church!).

Also the club had a full turn out at a recent 21st Birthday party, which was a great social event. This year has been tricky for us, as members have struggled to get out onto a weekly basis, but when we have got together, its been great!

Highlights and achievement:

Would need to be abseiling down the side of a 60ft church, and indeed getting one member who had only first managed to get over her fear of heights on a much smaller wall at our Easter camp last year! 
Future plans:

There is a rough plan to sort at least a day away somewhere nice in the summer, possibly the new Go Ape centre up in Stirling. Fresher’s Fair is soon to be booked, and the new committee hope to be a bit more organised than we were last year, as we really need some new members. 
William McFarlane

Swansea (SSWIGS)

So here we are at the end of another year and another jam-packed term for SSWIGS. With a wide verity of socials from our old and new committee the fun has not stopped for our members.    

Several members of the society attended the SSAGO ball in Bangor.  We were all so excited to visit our sister SSAGO Wales club that we travelled to North Wales on the Friday night, and stayed over in a local scout hut. A great weekend was had by all, so we would like to say diolch yn fawr iawn (thank you very much) to all the BUGS for a very enjoyable ball.  

For Easter camp this year SSWIGS visited an old favourite of ours, Penmaen on the Gower peninsula. The relaxed weekend saw us become modern day Robin Hood’s and William Tell’s trying our hand at archery for our main activity. We also spent Saturday afternoon at a falconry Centre getting close to all the birds of prey. Thankfully none were stolen but it wasn’t through lack on trying as all the SSWIGS fell in love with the fluffy owl chicks, especially the boys. The rest of the weekend was spent around the camp fire having a couple “cough” of drinks, and on the beach where a few practical jokes were had involving large holes with towels placed over them. 

Another highlight of our term was our Wild West pub crawl, where we were joined by Cardiff SSAGS and a few other SSAGO friends. A great time was had by all on the Friday night, and the unique hangover cure of a beach BBQ was discovered on Saturday Morning.

Our weekly socials have been as varied and original as ever, including a photo challenge around Swansea city centre and a un-birthday party to say goodbye to our old committee. We also found our inner Gordon Ramsay with some pasta making, which for some SSWIGS was their only proper meal of the week. Along with these we had a few classics like orienteering and a pub quiz (the old ones are the best).  

Despite most things in uni winding down in the last few weeks, it has been one of SSWIGS busiest periods with the inclusion of a few Saturday socials to take everyone’s minds off exam stress. Also the arrival of our new SSWIGS badges. In the last fortnight the SSWIGS attended the Student Union Society awards with a few people only just making it back in time from Network Festival. But it was well worth the rush as they saw us pick up the award for best community relations. Also Claire Mollart and Shaun Harries our President and Secretary for 2009/10 picked up individual awards for all their hard work over the last year. Inspired by our success at the union awards we decided to hold our own mini ceremony for our last social of the year but unlike the union awards ours were much more creative with things like “SSWIGS drama queen” and “most hyperactive member”.

Jon Lewis  

Tyneside (TUGS)

We had a wide variety of events: 

· A meal to meet new members, our largest turn out to an event ever, with a massive 18 people attending; 

· Bowling, also successful, and the free biscuits were well received too!; 

· A Christmas meal, also quite well attended and a bit smarter than the usual TUGS event thanks to a good deal on food; 

· climbing with climbing centre induction which has encouraged some members to go back again; 

· A day trip to Edinburgh, less of a group event due to varying interests but an enjoyable trip out of the city in the sunshine; 

· And a summer camp in June at Hawkhirst Scout Activity Centre, next to Kielder water. A 7 people camp with enough time to relax, a few fun activities, and lots of late nights around the camp fire. Peaceful, isolated, and full of midges!

The only disaster was our ice skating trip when no one turned up, then frustrated the exec by asking when we were going ice skating. 

We have doubled our number of members from last year, and have found a new committee to carry on the society. It seemed highly unlikely at one point that we would have enough members to continue, but we have found 3 people who care enough about the society to take it over. We have enough members to survive for another year, and hopefully the society will continue to grow.

We hope to launch another good year with an attractive fresher’s fair table and a new range of activities. The new exec plan to arrange another camp next summer to establish a tradition of a TUGS summer camp, and maybe even a winter trip away too.

University of West England (SAGUWE)

No report submitted!

Warwick

What have you been up to this term?

After the Southampton rally the club elections were held, (accompanied by a trip to the Warwick beer and Ale festival!) Most positions were filled, some contended, and there is a healthy mix of more experienced ssago members and eager freshers now making decisions on a lively exec with frequent meetings.


This term we have held a number of socials, many in conjunction with the local network group. These have included BBQs and pubcrawls. One notable social was our day Geocaching around Warwick campus and the surrounding woodland.

Highlights and achievement:

A highlight since the last rally was the attendance at festival 2010; by some ssago members; held at Rough Close, Coventry – just a couple of miles away.

Future plans:

Next term we will be starting a fresh program of activities in order to increase membership for the next year. We will start meeting regularly on a weekly basis, basing the meetings on traditional and nostalgic scout and guide meeting activities, such as working towards ‘badge’ awards. We hope this will be a fun, relaxed way to bring the joys of our youth back to ssago!

We are all looking forward to the Cambridge rally.

David Kaye

York

No report submitted!


