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MASCOT FOUND ALIVE AND WEL

a Growing concern over fate of other mascots a

SSAGOes mascot awarded to the person who acted
the most like a Brownie on rally has been missing for
a good number of years, last being seen at the Great
Welsh Rally in the Summer term of 2004. Howevesj,
Freda the Pink Elephant (pictured on the right) madef:
an unexpected return when she was returned to the
treasurerés custody by former treasurer (and GWR
Chair Mark Glendenning) at the Cardiff Ball.

Not all mascots are so lucky though. Horace the pub
crawl mascot was last seen at the Bond rally when
the current secretary returned him to the rally staff so that he could be awarded at
the end of the rally (after a relatively uneventful pudsawl). Horace is a stuffed hippo
dike creature, grey in colour, approximately 30cm tall. He was last seen wearing a
gimp mask and a babyeés romper suit with Cardiff scrawled across chest and the

names of those on the gnfamouseWarwick Pub Craw| located about his person. If

you are to see him, do not approach him as he may be drunk and become vidglent

instead, contact the national executive (exec@ssago.org.uk) who will be able to assist

you in his capture.

Other mascots that are currently known to be missing in action are:
Brian (last seen with former chair Nick Varney);

SSAGO Bunny(last seen with former treasurer Jennie Macdougal);
Stanette (the Liverpool mascot, being held by Leicester);

Mascots need to be rdhomed as soon as possible to prevent long term trauma to
these small fluffy creatures (and their carers.)
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New Year a New Exec SSAGO 40  Anniversary Reunion Eventé .

You voted for them, and now youée stuck with themU do you want to be part of it?
Ités time to meet the SSAGO Executive for the year 2006 / 2007.
The 2007 Steering Group want volunteers to help organise the main reunion event

Chalrperson (Rebecca Gardlner) taking place next summer. A full committee is to be appointed and we want people to

Hi! My name's Becca and I've just completed my nursing degree at come forward or nominate others.
the University of Liverpool. During my time at universitigave spent

nearly four years in SSAGO as a member of SLAGS, having been on
their committee as treasurer and president. | have been a member of
the Guide Association since | was six, am a member of Merseyside If you are interested please emd@mma Dean (Event Chairperson) at
network and am also a member of SAGGA

Nominations close orﬁth July 2006 so what are you waiting for?

buttercup_eddie @hotmail.condetailing any relevant experience.

My aims for this year are to try and improve the lines of communica-
tion, not just between the exec but also between the exec and the Many thanks,

clubs. _ The 2007 Steering Group
Secretary (Jonathan Ellison)

Hi, I'm Jon Ellison and I'm SSAGO Secretary for 2006/200D7e just
completed my BSc Computer Science after three years at the Univer-

sity of Leicesteé attending all nine rallies during my undergraduate Dates for vour diarv:

"career" (Warwick 2003 Nottingham 2006.) During this time I've y y

won the dubious honour of Boris the pub crawl mascot at the Lan- 5th - 12th August Charnwood (Leicestershire)

caster rally, and been a part of the SSAGO contingent to Eurojam in 18th - 19th August Seven Summits (Edinburgh Network)

summer 2005.

, , 1st-3rd September Gilwell Reunion

I'm looking forward to the coming year and the challenges of na-

tional SSAGO politics, in comparison to club politicsvhilst we work 8th - 10th September Theme Park Camp (Thorpe Park)

to form stronger links between clubs and further improve links be- ) :

tween ourselves, The Scout Association and Girlguiding UK forged by 15th - 17th September HUB (Perthshire)

the previous executive Hold tight kids, this year's gonna be fun! 20th - 22nd October Sedan Chair Rally (Hertfordshire)
Treasurer (Michelle Foy) 17th - 19th November Great Welsh Rally 2 (Bangor)

Sincejoining SSAGQ have always tried to play an active part and
show that | care about how it is run. This has been proven through February 2007 The Down Under Rally (Loughborough)
my contribution to SSAGO AGM's, Rep's meetings and my enthusi-

asm in organising the SSAGO Ball 2005 to name but a few! _
See the SSAGO message board for details on all these events (www.ssago.org.uk)
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SSAGO in the news
Guiding magazine

June saw Cambridge featured in Girlguiding UKés annual review distrib-
uted through Guiding magazine. In an article titled&couting for Suc-
cessit stated that dabout half the leaders in Cambridge itself are esti-
mated to be studentsseand encouraging Guides going to university to
hunt for SSAGO at fresherséfair as a route into leadership with local
groups.

Scouting magazine

The June/July edition of th&letwork supplement inScoutingcon-
tained an article from Cat Quinn of Lancaster about finding your
SSAGO club at freshersefair when you go to University.

This e_(_jition also contained an article calledlwyKnow Youé&e a Scouter
WhenU containing extracts taken from the SSAGO message boards

Award Winning SSAGO Clubs

Bangor

Following on from the glitz of the ball, BUGS was awarded the &Most
Community Based Clubaeaward by their SudentséUnion giving them
another chance to dust off their tuxes.

UCE

UCESSAGG was awarded the &Community excellence awardagfor their
work with the Birmingham Rally at UCESs annual Sports and Societies
Awards ceremony.

Leeds

LUUSAG won the prize for the best opening line of a SSAGO report
this term for scaring the Secretary with: &The Scout and Guide Society
of Leeds has been winding down since the Easter break

It appears on closer ingpection that LUUSAG isné actually being wound
down permanently as first feared, but was having a quiet term...
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Although finance is seen as less fun than some parts of SSAGO I look
forward to the challenges that lie ahead and hope to improve effi-
ciency both in terms of accounts and merchandise ordering as well as
to provide much stronger support to event committees. Another of

my main aims for the year is to resurrect the SSAGO Development
Fund, with the Policy Document governing it being discussed at the
reps meeting here in Nottingham. | place great importance on play-
ing a part in the exec as a collective and all the challenges that will
face us.

MemberseOfficer (Matthew Rawlings)

| study Electrical and Electronic Engineering (you know electricity...
plugs and batteries etc) at Cardiff University, and somehow I'm in my
3rd year. | have been in scouts now for 14 years since | was 6 when |
joined as a beaver. I'm now in network at uni and at home (which is
Bournemouth). I'm also an assistant beaver leader in Cardiff.

In my role of Members officer | hope to keep good records of clubs

and members. And hope that I'm always there for anyone who
wants to talk or needs help.

Publicity Officer (Michael Walters)

Howdy people!

So what can | tell you about myself that you don't already know? I'm
a Asces, no | don't think thatés it, Oh well hereés some stuff anyway.

I'm a Student at theUniversity of theWest of England in Bristol go-
ing into my forth and final year of a Computer Science BSc.
(Although its felt more like Computing & Multimedia.) | got into
Scouting at the tender age of 5 y/o as a way for my parents to get
my hyperactiveness out of their hair for an hour each week and ever
since I've been hooked! I've gone through all the sections and tried
to get a club going at UWE.

I've got a lot of work to do throughout this year, an entire website to
redo, banners, image modernisation and photos all to be done.

Probably a few Constitutional Amendments and a Policy Doc here
and there. I've done a good chunk of work already and hope to
have the website finished by the latest of September for Freshers.

3 Meet the new exec



Whereeés SSAGO been since Birmingham?

SSAGOes more than gjust a drinking clubag(in case youéve
been listening too much to some peoplehereés a selection
of what weérse been up to across the country since February.

SSAGO Ball (Cardiff)

Obviously no account of SSAGOés year would be complete with-
out reference to another spectacular ball, this time held by Cardiff
on April Fools Day.

National Network Gathering (Cumbria)

Gathering saw a huge number of
SSAGO members show up to go
camping at Great Tower in Cumbria
for Easter weekend. Listing every
club that was represented would
take far to long- but ités highly rec-
ommended.

The event saw a number of success-
ful blags for reduced entry to The
World of Beatrix Potter (see the cap-
tion competition for the worrying
scenes found insideU); Boat trips
around lake Windermere; and even
a former SSAGO member appearing
and saying he owed us A100 from

~ the late nineties!

Monopoly Run (London)
SSAGO had a hefty turnout for the monopoly run with teams
from the SSAGO@Eurojam contingent; Sheffield; Southampton

and UEA amongst the horde of SSAGO members also there with
their Networks.

Highlights of the event included running round London with the

Whereé SSAGO been since Birmingham 4

SSAGO in the community

We all know that SSAGO heavily supports the local Scouting
and Guiding communities, but what exactly have we been up
to in the wider community?

SCOGUI Night Hike

Loughborough have once again organised their annual night hike
for local Scouts and Guides. It was deemed a success by all those
involved, and congratulations go to Daz Clowes for organising it.

The Geoffrey Gordon Cup

Durham ran an activity base at this County Explorer Scout event,
creating a giant Jacobés Ladder in amongst the trees at Kielder
Forest, Northumberland.

Other local activities run by Durham have included running the
countyés Outward Bound day for Explorers, and providing activi-
ties / security for the Beaver and Cub fun day.

aleaderseNight Offae

S Andrewsehave been running their LeaderseNight Off scheme
with local Brownie/Rainbow leaders being given a night off whilst
their members ran meetings.
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Policy Documents & Constitutional Changes

Third rally in a row with a general meeting? Youel better be-
lieve it! Hereés a brief outline of the constitutional amend-
ments and the policy documents being voted on this rally:

2007 Steering Group

Minor change in wording of the introduction, This isdme with clarifying that
'2007' are only responsible for any events they choose to arrange;

Added that '2007' are financially autonomous from SSAGO;

Added that '2007' are not responsible for the other rallies or ball that year;
Added that the SSAGO full committee can call for a motion of no confidence
against any of the SSAGO members of the steering group.

Accounting on national events

The rally loan form has been replaced by an event detail form;

Regular correspondence is now required from events

aRallyaenow reads as deventaethroughout the document;

Loans can now be issued before the previous event, provided there are suffi-
cient funds in the SSAGO accounts;

Copies of all receipts are requested based on past experience;

The example spreadsheet has now been removed.

Development Fund

Rules regarding the application for money from the development fund, and
how SSAGO intends to sustain the development fund.

Constitution

Changes consist of correcting punctuation, spelling and grammar, changing
GirlGuiding UK to Girlguiding UK, correcting clause 5.2 that refers to itself,
defining the SSAGO colours, changing the rules regarding signatories on the
SSAGO bank accounts, introduction of an external (impartial) returning officer,
changes in who to inform of a motion of no confidence in the exec.

Subiject to the reps opting for an immediate review of postal voting (and not
based on another proposed timescale) the use of postal voting will be voted
on and changes in election procedures of the indie / associate rep will be
made.
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cover of theDaily Mailand getting strange looks for running
around in Neckerchiefsand possibly the attempted theft of
Southamptonés mascot by Cardiff until they were broken up by a
Cub LeaderU

PubScouts Festival (Coventry)

PubScouts had a good turn out of
SSAGO members this year, perhaps
attracted by the easy going atmos-
phere and the wide assortment of
activities (including bouncy castle!)

Almost everywhere you turned a

SSAGO shirt was visible throughout Mtlml
©®

the weekend.

Apex Challenge (Derbyshire)

Members of Sheffield and Lancaster took part in the Apex Chal-
lenge this May, competing in six hours of activities across the
peak district.

Forward (Cambridge)

Cambridge took part in a 10 mile activity hike, stopping off at five
checkpoints along the way and competing against other local
Scout and Guide groups. The importance of donuts for sub-
stance cané be underplayed - apparentlyU

Race For Life

A number of members have been running their local Race For Life
in aid of Cancer Research UK, including members from Birming-
ham and Northampton .

Wye River Cruise (South Wales)

Bangor took part in this 32 mile cruise, sending 6 competitors
who all successfully completed the course.
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Bath Half Marathon

Bath Spa helped with the marshalling this year at their local half
marathon, handing drinks to the 10,000 runners that passed
them - and having the inevitable water fight afterwards.

Walking in the Lakes

Nottingham went walking in the Lakes for a weekend, with a
number of members getting some sunburn.

Theatre trips

Both Oxford and Liverpool have been on theatre trips this term,
with Oxford going to seeJulius Caesain Stratford and Liverpool
going to seeThe Rocky Horror Sho{there was no mention of
whether or not they dressed up).

Club Camps

A number of clubs have been on camps this terwith Bangor
camping at Rowen; Birmingham near the Malverns; Cambridge
near Wensleydale; Durham in Thornthwaite, North Yorkshire;
Manchester outside Leeds; Swvanseass first Easter camp was held

at Slvercross near Svansea; Warwickés annual summer camp was
held in Derbyshire.

The most exciting camp of term goes to Sheffield, with one per-
son ending up in A&E (with no lasting injuries) after what could
be best described as &When Chavs attackaeduring their trip to
Hesley Wood.

Innovate

Whilst we@e enjoying the summer sun in Nottingham, spare a
thought for those Guiding members of SSAGO who are attending
Senior Sectionés Innovate Ulsterin Belfast and publicising SSAGO
there...

Caption competition: What was going on atThe World of Beatrix
Potterwhen SSAGO blagged entry during Network Gathering in April?
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